
  



  

1. The Measles Monster: 
participatory street theater 

to alert people to the 
importance of vaccines



  



  

2. At the beginning, to attract people's 
attention, the actors (a dad, a mom, and 
their children) stand like statues in the 
middle of the street. 

(Their faces are whitened for dramatic 
effect.) 



  

Dad has his clenched fist raised, 
symbolizing the triumph of the revolution. 

(The group maintains this position without 
moving for several minutes, while the 
curious public gathers around.)



  



  

3. A health brigadista (community health 
worker) arrives and announces to the 
family that next Sunday is a national 
vaccination day. 

He encourages the parents to bring all of 
their children to the health post to get 
vaccinated.



  



  

4. The brigadista explains to them that the 
vaccines will protect their children against 
dangerous diseases such as polio, 
whooping cough, tetanus and measles.



  



  

5. After the brigadista leaves, the parents 
express their hesitancy about vaccinating 
the children.



  

“I’ve heard some people say the vaccines 
don’t work, and can make the little ones 
sick,” says the father.

“And they say vaccines sterilize whoever 
gets them, so they can never have children,” 
adds the mother. “It may be just a rumor. But 
who knows?”



  



  

6. “We sure don't want anything bad to 
happen to our children”, the parents agree.

“It would be safer not to vaccinate them. Why 
don't we go to the beach instead, on Sunday?” 

“Yes! Yes!” the children yell, “Let's go to the 
beach! Oh boy!”



  



  

7. What the family doesn’t realize is the big 
danger of not vaccinating their children.

Nearby the Measles Monster is spying, and 
suddenly appears.



  



  

8. The Monster looks very fierce! 

(Its giant head was made from a cardboard 
carton, colorfully painted, with long cutout 
horns glued to it. The huge hands with long, 
sharp claws were also cut out of cardboard.)



  



  

9. The Measles Monster comes closer, 
growling and roaring loudly. 

He runs toward the children, looking for any 
who who have not been vaccinated.



  



  

10. The frightened children run away as the 
Monster approaches.



  



  

11. Then the Monster turns and approaches 
the family of actors with whitened faces.



  



  

12. The Monster attacks one of the 
unvaccinated children of parents with 
whitened faces. 

(The boy is wearing a large smiling white 
mask.)



  



  

13. The Monster roars, throwing its 
emormous claws around the boy. 

(Hidden behind the huge claws, the boy 
changes masks.)



  



  

14. When the monster opens its arms again, 
the audience sees the boy with a mask 
showing the red spots of measles.



  



  

15. The boy becomes very ill and almost 
dies. 

His worried parents do everything they can 
to save him.



  



  

16. With the boy about to die, his distraught 
parents realize that they made a mistake to 
not vaccinate their children. 



  

They now realize that dangerous disease 
can be prevented with vaccines. 

Stories that vaccines harm or sterilize 
children are lies spread by counter-
revolutionaries.



  



  

17. Finally, the sick boy gets better, though 
still thin and weak.



  

Now the narrator with the loudspeaker 
approaches the audience and asks: "Why 
did this child get sick with measles?"  A 
few people answer, “Because he didn't get 
vaccinated.” The narrator says, “Can't hear 
you. Why do they say that this child got 
measles?" More people call out the reply. “I 
still can't hear you!" yells the narrator.



  

The narrator says, “Can't hear you. Why do 
they say that this child got measles?" More 
people call out the reply. “I still can't hear 
you!" yells the narrator.



  

The narrator repeats: “Why do you say that 
the child got sick with measles?” Now 
everyone shouts out loudly: “Because he 
wasn’t vaccinated!” Then the narrator asks, 
“What should the family do to protect 
their children?” And everybody screams: 

“Vaccinate them!”



  



  

18. That is precisely what the family decides 
to do, after almost losing their child to 
measles. 

The parents now take all their children to the 
brigadista for vaccination. 



  



  

19. After the children are all vaccinated, the 
narrator asks the audience "Will these 
children get sick with measles now?" 

"No!" shouts the crowd. 



  

“Why not?" asks the narrator.”

“Because they all got vaccinated!” the 
audience shouts back.



  



  

20. At that moment the Measles Monster 
reappears.



  



  

21. Again the Monster runs through the 
crowd looking for children who have not 
been vaccinated.



  



  

22. The Monster searches back and forth, 
but now it does not find any unvaccinated 
children. 

Since all the kids have now been 
vaccinated, they can defend themselves 
against the evil Monster of measles.



  



  

23. This time it is the children who attack the 
Monster. 

(This part of the skit was unplanned. By this 
time the kids gathered round were so 
involved and excited the they took action 
spontaneously.)



  



  

24. Under such attack, the Measles Monster 
falls to its knees, defeated. 

(The children were astounded when, at the 
end of the drama, the Monster removed its 
terrifying mask and they saw that it was the 
well-loved Catholic nun who had been 
attacked.)



  



  

25. At the end of the presentation, the 
narrator asks the audience: "Why were the 
children able to defeat the Measles 
Monster?" 

Everyone gathered round crys out: 
"Because all the kids were vaccinated!" 



  

The performance ends with shouting the 
slogan: 

“LOS NIÑOS UNIDOS NUNCA 
SERÁN VENCIDOS!”

“THE CHILDREN UNITED WILL 
NEVER BE DEFEATED!”
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This presentation is available online:

https://healthwrights.org/presentations/measles-monster


